Review of acid phosphatase in the diagnosis and prognosis of prostatic cancers.
Acid phosphatase is a secretory product frequently utilized as a tumor marker for disseminated, late stage (D2) prostatic cancer. In the 40 years since this association has been recognized, this enzyme has been subjected to extensive biochemical and immunological characterizations. These techniques have also been adapted for rapid and specific determinations of the prostatic isoenzyme levels using a variety of techniques. Since acid phosphatase levels do not become significantly elevated until late stage cancer, newer markers such as prostate-specific antigen have been sought which appear earlier and may be more useful for the screening and monitoring of high risk populations. At this time it is appropriate to review the current and future status of acid phosphatase as a diagnostic aid.